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HISTORY 


North Eastern Alberta is rich with history. About 
40 miles east of St. Paul lies Frog Lake, the scene of 
the “Frog Lake Massacre which errupted out of Louis 
Reil’s North West Rebellion. It was here that on April 
2, 1885, rebel Indians under Big Bear killed nine white 
persons and took two captive women. A cairn and a 
miniature graveyard mark the scene and invite tourist 
inspection. 


At the intersection of Highways 36 and 28, near 
St. Brides, 10 miles West of St. Paul, a monument 
marking the old Winnipeg Trail tells of the exploits of 
travellers of the day. It was at this point that the fa- 
mous Red River Carts designed by the fammed Father 
Lacombe, and pulled by oxen, carried supplies from 
Fort Garry to Fort Edmonton. 


On the shores of Moose Lake, then called “Lac 
d'Oringal" from the French version, Angus Shaw built 
one of the first trading posts in Alberta in 1789. At 
that time it was “5 leagues long and took 9 days to 
travel because there were 36 rapids with swamps on 
either side," so history records. 

The Beaver River was an important waterway 
to the early coureurs de bois and pioneers. It was 
there that Big Bear and his braves fled after the Re- 
bellion and were eventually apprehended and brought 
back to stand trial. 
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ST. PAUL 


ALBERTA, CANADA 


St. Paul's origin dates back to the year 1896 when 
the famed western missionary, Father Lacombe, ob- 
tained from the Dominion Government a reservation 
of four townships for a Metis settlement. Under Father 
Lacombe's scheme each Metis was to receive tax free 
land, form a close knit colony and government assis- 
tance to purchase farm equipment. The colony, origi- 
nally named St. Paul de Metis by Father Lacombe, 
was placed under control of the Oblate Fathers who 
immediately, and at great pains, proceeded to erect a 
school, a flour mill, and lumber mills on the present 
townsite of St. Paul. A call was issued to the Metis po- 
pulation of Western Canada and the United States to 
take advantage of this opportunity, but very few res- 
ponded and in 1899 there were only 270 persons in the 
whole colony. Even these showed no inclination to- 
wards farming, and had little desire to improve their 
living conditions, preferring to live meagerly from day 
to day by fishing and hunting. 

The futility of the project soon became apparent 
and so with the consent of the Metis, Father Therien 
recommended that the reserve be opened to white 
settlers, a suggestion accepted by Ottawa. 

April 11, 1909, saw the birth of modern St. Paul. 
On that day five hundred future settlers stood in line 
at the land office in Edmonton to apply for home- 
steads, and by five o'clock in the afternoon 450 home- 
stead applications had been filed; another 250 applica- 
tions were filed the following day, and in a few days 
the population of the colony rose to eighteen hundred. 
The little mission erected by the Oblate Fathers soon 
became the heart of a bustling community, as farm 
homes were erected and the land cleared and prepared 
for seed. A village grew on the site of the Metis mis- 
sion, and was named St. Paul de Metis. 
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ST. PAUL 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


Invites you to visit 


North Eastern 
Alberta 


HOLIDAY, FISHING 


and 


HUNTING PARADISE 


Scenic Thrills, Sport Outdoor Living 
Relaxation for Everyone 
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